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MitoProd announces the launch of its Circular Interfering RNA (ciRNA®)

The company firmly strengthens its presence on the high-added value siRNA market

Bordeaux, France, January 27, 2009. MitoProd SA today announced the completion of the
conception of a new class of interfering RNA, called ciRNA®, designed for the Health Industry.
The innovation, protected by an international patent, consists in the circularization of the active
molecules, therefore removing their extremities and thus protecting them against nucleases’
action. The structure of the ciRNA®s also enables them to be more efficient in vivo, compared to
siRNAs.

Interfering RNAs represent a powerful tool for the pharmaceutical industry since the end of 90s.
Indeed, these molecules can specifically knock down a targeted gene. The discovering of the
basic mechanism of RNA interference was made by Andrew Fire and Craig Mello, who won the
Nobel Prize in Medicine in 2006. Since then, a few tens of these molecules are already in pre-
clinical and clinical development, in order to treat unmet diseases, such as cancers, infectious
diseases, or age-related diseases.

However, a few technological issues are disrupting the development of those siRNA drug
candidates, mainly in vivo stability issues. “Our ciRNA®s are actually resistant against
nucleases’ action, which answer to the pharmaceutical industry’s expectactions” said Guillaume
Plane, CEO of MitoProd SA. “Coupled with our innovative patented technology for RNA
manufacturing, which enables us to produce RNA at industrial scale, this innovation is going to
facilitate the development of siRNA-based drugs.”

Until now, MitoProd SA was specialized in the production of custom RNA. But with ciRNA®s, the
company can now offer new innovative solutions for the development of siRNA-based drugs.

For more information on MitoProd activities, please visit www.mitoprod.com

About MitoProd SA
MitoProd SA is a young biotech company based in Bordeaux, France, which has developed an
innnovative technology for the production of ribonucleic acids (RNA). MitoProd’s patented
technology enables the in vivo synthesis of RNA without limitation of length or quantity. The
MitoProd team is comprised of highly qualified technicians, guaranteeing high quality in each
phase of production. MitoProd’s client portfolio is a testament to its expertise and includes
companies in research, diagnostic and therapeutic fields.
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